RESULTS                          149

allowance for variable and unknown factors, it is
probably safe to assume that about two-thirds of the
girls are definitely started, or re-started, in a satis-
factory mode of life, so -continuing for at least seven to
ten years, or indefinitely. The remaining one-third
is to be divided among those who may lapse again,
those who can only be described as partial successes,
and those who definitely fail to derive any benefit from
the care expended upon them.

If, therefore, we adopt a very conservative estimate,
and it be agreed that the work done at the Homes
permanently benefits one-half of the girls and women
admitted, we shall be able to form an opinion as to
whether the result justifies the expenditure in service
and money. If every man accomplished as much as
one-half of the things he set out to do the world's
affairs would move a very great deal faster than they
do at present. In this matter of rescue work a far
smaller proportion of demonstrable success would
demand its continuance, since it cannot be measured by
the positive gauge alone, but must also be considered
with reference to the incalculable evil prevented.